Parents’ Support Guide to
Spelling, Punctuation and
Grammar in Year 4.

Writing
By the end of Year 4 most children should know.,,
 How to expand noun phrases by the addition of modifying adjectives, nouns and
preposition phrases (e.g. the teacher expanded to: the strict teacher with curly red
hair).
 How to use figurative language such as similes and metaphors (e.g. he was as fast as a
cheetah/he was a cheetah running through the forest).
 To use single clause sentences and multi-clause sentences (using coordinating
conjunctions: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so) mostly accurately.
 To use multi-clause sentences (using subordinating conjunctions: although, after,
because, when, that, if, while, unless etc.) accurately.
 Uses Standard English forms for verb inflections instead of local spoken forms (e.g. we
were instead of we was, or I did instead of I done).
 About fronted adverbials (e.g. Later that day, I heard the bad news).
 Use of commas after fronted adverbials.
 How to use paragraphs to organise ideas around a theme.
 How to choose the correct pronoun or noun within and across sentences to aid
cohesion and avoid repetition.
 How to use inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech (e.g. a
comma after the reporting clause; end punctuation within inverted commas: The
conductor shouted, “Sit down!”).
 Apostrophes to mark singular and plural possession (e.g. the girl’s name, the girls’
names).
Useful Activities
Make as many as you can… root words
The challenge is to find as many words as you can from one root …e.g. wind – windy, windier,
windfall, windpipe, windscreen, window etc. Try rain, heavy and happy to start with.
Poetry please…
Work together to write fantastic descriptive poetry. Select a topic … the sea.
Player 1 - thinks of three adjectives to describe the sea – raging, crashing, sparkling… write
them on pieces of card. Player 2 – collects three more words – encourage use of thesaurus
(online or otherwise) Carry taking it in turns to collect words and record on card. When you
have enough – arrange and rearrange them to build your poems; Try this with other types of
topic.
Punctuation Bingo
Play this with friends and family. There should only be 1 winner (if everything goes according
to plan!) Select six pieces of punctuation (full stops, commas, capital letters, exclamation
marks, question marks, inverted commas etc.). Have someone say statements about a piece of
punctuation without actually saying what it is. For example, this represents the beginning of a
sentence. We use these to spell the first letters of places, things and people (capital letters).
Cross of the piece of the punctuation if you have it.
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Spelling activities to support your children:
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Year 4 Grammar
Year 4: Detail of content to be introduced (statutory requirement)
The grammatical difference between plural and possessive –s

Word

Standard English forms for verb inflections instead of local spoken
forms [for example, we were instead of we was, or I did instead of I
done]
Noun phrases expanded by the addition of modifying adjectives, nouns
and preposition phrases (e.g. the teacher expanded to: the strict maths

Sentence

teacher with curly hair)
Fronted adverbials [for example, Later that day, I heard the bad news.]
Use of paragraphs to organise ideas around a theme

Text

Appropriate choice of pronoun or noun within and across sentences
to aid cohesion and avoid repetition
Use of inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech
[for example, a comma after the reporting clause; end punctuation
within inverted commas: The conductor shouted, “Sit down!”]

Punctuation Apostrophes to mark plural possession [for example, the girl’s name,
the girls’ names]
Use of commas after fronted adverbials

Year 4 Grammar Terminology

A determiner is a word that
introduces a noun. It goes before
any modifiers (e.g. adjectives or
other nouns).

determiner

Some examples of determiners are:
- articles (the, a or an)
- demonstratives (e.g. this,
those)
- possessives (e.g. my, your)
- quantifiers (e.g. some,
every).

the home team
a good team
that pupil
Julia’s parents
some big boys

Pronoun

possessive
pronoun

A pronoun (I, me, he, she, herself,
you, it, that, they, each, few, many,
who, whoever, whose, someone,
everybody, etc.) is a word that
takes the place of a noun.

She was feeling confident.

In the sentence ‘Joe saw Jill, and he
waved at her’, the pronouns ‘he’
and ‘her’ take the place of Joe and
Jill, respectively.

Whoever ran through the tape first,
won.

A possessive noun is a noun
indicating ownership (or
possession).

a dog's bone

She wasn’t sure what to do with
herself.

a man's jacket
a lion's mane

An adverbial is a word or phrase
that is used, like an adverb, to
modify a verb or clause.

adverbial

His appetite had grown.

The bus leaves in five minutes. She
worked until she had finished.

Adverbs can be used as adverbials,
but many other types of words and
phrases can be used this way,
including preposition phrases and
subordinate clauses.

Websites for Grammar
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/english/spelling_grammar/
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Flash.aspx?e=spelling-grammar01
http://www.funbrain.com/grammar/
http://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/en/grammar
http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/interactive/literacy2.htm
http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ks2literacy.html
http://www.grammar-monster.com/

